
In this issue… 
With the New Year done and dusted and a changing of the seasons afoot, the long-awaited Autumn edition of our Parish 

newsletter has finally arrived. This newsletter covers Parish events both past and upcoming, a look at another interesting 

parishioner profile, and a ‘did you know?’ on the Parish Pilgrim Virgin Statue. We explore a famous Saint whose Feast Day is 

recognised and celebrated world-wide, discover the power of Divine Mercy, as well as hear the latest from the Pastoral Council 

corner. As always, if you have any suggestions to improve this Parish newsletter or items worthy of inclusion in future editions of 

this Parish newsletter, please email hillsflock (contact address at bottom of newsletter) or reach out to any member of the PPC. 

Thanks to all those who have provided the encouragement to keep this communication going, and hopefully this new Autumn 

edition will be reached out to and enjoyed by more readers than ever before!  

Saintly Assimilation – St. Patrick 
 Feast Day celebrated each year on 17 March – Bishop & Patron Saint of Ireland  

Saint Patricks Day is one of biggest celebrations of a saint in the calendar year, moving from 

what started out as a religious feast day in the 17th century to what has now evolved into a 

variety of festivals world wide celebrating Irish culture including parades, music and 

everything GREEN! Some facts; 

385AD: Patrick is born in Roman Britain (not Ireland). Father was a Deacon and grandfather 

a Christian priest. 

403AD: At age 16, he was kidnapped and sent to Ireland as a slave, only managing to 

escape and return home 6 years later. 

432AD: Patrick returns to Ireland, as a Christian missionary, believing that he had been 

called to spread the word of God and within 4 years he was credited with successfully 

converting the Irish to Christianity, reportedly baptising 12000 people in a single day in 

Killala. 

March 17th 461: Patrick dies, and his feast day was made official in the early 17th century. 

It is said that St. Patrick used the shamrock, a three-leaved plant often attributed with 
Ireland, to explain the Holy Trinity to the pagan Irish. 
 
 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
Feast Day celebrated on 8 April, 2018 
Known also as the Feast of the Divine Mercy or St. Thomas Sunday, this Mass is celebrated on the Sunday following Easter. It is 
based on the Catholic devotion reported by St Faustina in her encounter with Jesus and is associated with special promises from 
Jesus and indulgences issued by the Church. The message that The Divine Mercy conveys is a simple one. God loves us all and 
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Pictured Above: A famous myth is 

that Patrick was attributed to 

driving out all of the snakes in 

Ireland. This is symbolic of the 

patron saint cleansing the island 

of paganism. 



wants us to recognise that His mercy is greater than our sins, so that when we call 
upon Him with trust, we receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to others.  
Our Lord’s promises attached to the praying of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
are many and include some of the following; 

- “I promise that the souls that will venerate this image will not perish. I promise 
victory over its enemies already here on earth, especially at the hour of death” 
- “When hardened sinners say it, I will fill their souls with peace, and the hour of 
their death will be a happy one.” 
- “Whoever will recite it will receive great mercy at the hour of death.” 

 

The graces are symbolised by the red and pale rays denoting blood and water in the 

image. Most priests preach the story of Doubting Thomas on Divine Mercy Sunday 

who was one of Jesus’ apostles. When Jesus arose from the dead, Thomas didn’t 

believe it until directed to touch His crucifixion wounds. Thomas wasn’t chastised 

for his disbelief, and this is considered an act of mercy. In 2000, Pope John Paul II 

decreed Divine Mercy Sunday a solemnity, a high feast day, requiring Catholics to 

attend Mass, go to confession and take Holy Communion. 

Parishioner Profile – Eddie Mucciarone 
Name: Edward “Eddie” Mucciarone 

Voluntary Role: Parish Collections Banker 

What does it involve? Each week, I head down to the NAB in Midland to deposit the collections using the Express Business 
Deposit facility. The local Bendigo Bank is also available for banking, but does not have an express option. 

What else do you do? I also handle Project Compassion donations, order and prepare planned giving envelopes and I’m on the 
counters roster. 

Life achievements you’re proud of? I’m a life member of the Parkerville Cricket Club and Hills Cricket Association, and at age 25 
was selected to open the batting for the WA Country team taking on the touring English side in Kalgoorlie. I also owned 2 
winning racehorses when I was 21, and later part-owned several winning greyhounds. Although I’ve long given betting away, I 
still follow one of Melbourne’s top jockeys Mark Zahra whose parents, Bernadette and John live over in Glen Forrest. 

Other interesting facts to share?  Although I’ve toured Europe twice and have been to Singapore countless times, I’ve still never 
visited Rottnest Island. Also, I’ve been treated for prostate cancer and have a pacemaker. I look on my life as an education. 

Recent & Upcoming Events 
Christmas Eve Mass –  24th December 

Last year our Parish was once again very 

fortunate to hold the Vigil Christmas Mass 

outdoors. It was a beautiful evening and, as 

such, resulted in what was a massive turnout 

for Mass. Conservative numbers put the 

congregation at a very healthy 200 (with 

some quoting even more), which all-in-all 

was a great result and made the effort of 

those who volunteered their time and 

efforts worthwhile.  

Above: Image of Divine Mercy was given to St. 

Faustina as a source of grace. 



Big thanks go out to all those who pitched in and contributed to its success, from 

providing or organising of props, music, cake, and those who setup early and packed 

away afterwards.  

There is a lot of effort that goes into providing special Masses like this and it wouldn’t 
be possible without the help of many. Special thanks also go to Sacred Heart school, for 
providing access to the grounds and equipment. We look forward to having a similar 
Mass held like this again this year. 
 

World Prayer Day – 2nd March 2018 
Written by Lorelle Parnell 
Our World Day of Prayer was held on Friday 2nd March 2018. We opted to keep the service very plain and simple, but still within 
the guidelines of the programme. We had about 50 – 60 people in attendance from 5 or 6 different denominations from the Hills 
area. Quite a few people stayed for the morning tea and many visitors commented on our lovely outdoor area. A big thank you 
to the readers and those parishioners who contributed to our delicious morning tea. The feature country was Suriname, which is 
situated in South America. The offering on the day was $307.70.  

 
Holy Week Services –  Wednesday 21st March – Sunday 1st April 

MASS MUNDARING CHIDLOW 

2nd Rite of Reconciliation (21st Mar) Wed 6:30pm  

Palm Sunday (24th - 25th Mar) Sat Vigil 6pm, Sun 9:30am Sun 7:30am 

Last Supper - Holy Thursday (29th Mar) Thurs 7pm, followed by 1hr adoration  

Good Friday (30th Mar) 9:30am - Stations of the Cross  
3pm – Passion of the Lord followed by reconciliation 

 

The Resurrection of the Lord Sat Vigil 6pm, Sun 9:30am Sun 7:30am 

Did you know?: Parish Pilgrim Virgin Statue 
Written by Meg Phelan 
Father Patrick Peyton (1909 -1992), an Irish priest who lived in California USA, is known as the 

Rosary Priest who tirelessly promoted the powerful prayer of the Rosary.  He founded the Family 

Rosary Crusade in the 1950's, which spread rapidly throughout the world. Statues of the Virgin 

Mary were procured and Catholics were invited to have Our Lady in their homes for a week at a 

time.  

The little statue which travels around our parish was provided by Sister Augustine, a Sister of St. 

John of God who lived with a small community of nuns in Glen Forrest. Maurice Merrifield made 

the lovely wooden case lined with blue velvet in which the statue is carried. Those who have volunteered to have the statue in 

their homes are given a copy of the list of names of those involved and are also reminded in the bulletin each week. If you would 

like to be included in this powerful crusade, which involves praying the Rosary every day please contact Meg on 92951682 and 

your name will be added to the new list, which will be available later this year. 

Pastoral Council News 
Jason Gauci – PPC Chair 
Generally the period after Christmas and over the summer holidays is considered a relatively quiet time in the Church, 

particularly as many families take vacation to spend time together. In some part this is also true for the PPC. Indeed, we met for 

the first time again this year in February, our first gathering together since last November. With that said, a lot of things have 

been continuing to evolve in the background over the summer and I’d like to share some of these with you all; 

We have finally acheived a full contingent on the Parish Pastoral Council. I’d like to introduce and thank Catherine Ledger who 

has taken on the secretary/minute taker position and school principal George Firns, whose involvement will be instrumental in 

ensuring future success with both Young Heart’s Mass and the continued building of unity and collaboration between the 

Church and the School. I look forward to their input over the coming months. 

There have been several discussions held between senior members within the Archdiocese of Perth and members of our PPC as 

we continue on our journey to seek Parish healing & renewal. In November, Trevor Clark, Max Williams and I, met with Bishop 

Don Sproxton in pursuit of some guidance towards how we as a Parish can renew, evolve and gain traction, so that ultimately 



we can put in place strategies and plans to guide us going forward. This conversation led to another, where in February we had 

the pleasure of Terry Wilson, CEO of the Archidiocese of Perth, come to visit and meet with the PPC following our February 

meeting, to hear first hand some of our concerns, particularly around the long term growth prospects of our Parish. And most 

recently Tim Clear, Max Williams and I met with Renay Grech – Manager of Strategy Implementation and Support and Fr Nino 

Vinciguerra – coordintor for Strengthing and Revitalising Parishes, to understand more about the initial steps that would need to 

be undertaken in the journey towards Parish renewal. I believe there is a genuine commitment to help our Parish to revitalise 

and I am looking forward to future meetings with Renay, Fr Nino and the PPC to progress these discussions, with the aim to have 

more specific information to share in the next few months on the plan to give our Parish the much needed direction it deserves. 

An ambitious cleaning effort is also currently underway to spruce up our Church buildings in time for Holy Week celebrations. 

This is to cover those big jobs, beyond the regular fantastic work that those who volunteer their time already do to keep our 

Churches clean. Members of the PPC and Finance Committee have teamed up to see to it that carpets are steam cleaned and 

strectched to remove trip hazards, windows are washed and cleaned, and dusting is performed. The efforts of Max Williams to 

drive this initiative is greatly appreciated. 

In the Chidlow Church of Our Lady of Good Council, we finally had kneelers installed. My 

knees had never before been more happy to kneel for the Consecretion of the Eurcarist 

as they were attending Mass one recent February morning. My thanks to Brian from the 

Men’s Shed for his workmanship, and to Trevor Clark, Wendy Hooper and all those 

involved to make this happen. Next on the list at Chidlow is for natural plants to be 

added to the adjacent garden bed, with planting date set for late March. 

Over summer we also bid farewell to the long residing tenants in each of our Parish 

rental properties. Both tenants were presented with gifts of thanks and we wish them 

well as they settle into their new homes. The Finance Committee will be looking at what 

repairs and maintenance is required on the properties whilst vacant before they are put 

back on the market. 

I would like to repeat the sentiments provided by Bishop Don on his recent Sunday morning visit to our Parish and acknowledge 

and thank Fr. Thomas for the great job he has done to date, during a difficult stage in our Parish history. I’m sure I speak on 

behalf of many who are grateful to have been able to celebrate in Holy Mass in Mundaring & Chidlow. Finally, I wish all our 

Parishioners a happy and Holy Easter and bid safe travels to those taking holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 If you would like to leave a comment or contribute any material to the Parish newsletter please email 
hillsflock@westnet.com.au 

 

Upcoming Events - Parish 

• • • 

21 March – 2nd Rite of Reconciliation @ 6:30PM 

24 March to 1 April – Holy Week Services 

Upcoming Events – Sacred Heart Primary School 

• • • 

22 March – Swimming Carnival, Bilgoman Pool 

14 – 29 April – School Holidays 

Upcoming Significant & Popular Dates 
• • • 

17 March – St Patrick Feast Day 
19 March – St Joseph Feast Day 
25 March – 1 April – Holy Week 
8 April – Divine Mercy Sunday  
25 April – ANZAC Day 
8 June – Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 

Volunteer Positions 
• • • 

If you can assist in any way, please reach out to Fr. Thomas 

or Dcn Paul or any member of the Parish Pastoral Council 

Above: Kneelers for knees – a match 

made in heaven! 
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