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JANUARY 2024                                                                                                
Just a reminder about Services during the absence of Fr John.                                

Due to Fr John being unable to secure a supply priest, there will be  
NO MASSES FOR CHIDLOW or MUNDARING CHURCHES                                    

during January, while Fr John is on leave.   

 

There will, however, be a 

SUNDAY COMMUNION SERVICE at 9.30AM each Sunday of January 

with Deacon Paul at 

SACRED HEART CHURCH, MUNDARING 
 

 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A “CUPPA” AFTER OUR SUNDAY COMMUNION 

SERVICE TODAY IF YOU CAN. 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS AND CATCH UP 

WITH THE REGULARS.  

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE! 

MESSAGE FROM FR JOHN: A hearty greeting to you all on this Feast of the 

Epiphany! I arrived safely in Calcutta late on New Year’s Day and slept very well in my 

spartan accommodation. My room is very simple, but it’s also very clean…which is a real 

blessing in Calcutta. There is a bed and a small writing table/chair and a fan which has only 

one speed…Helicopter mode…hopefully I won’t need it too often. Having been here so many 

times over the years…this is pretty good unless you want to go to a flashy hotel. My co-

workers here said that I looked too tired to start work straight away, so I start on Friday 

morning…which is tomorrow…(as I draft this message) 

 I have chosen to befriend the city again over the past few days…wandering around and 

stopping in various churches to pray and different places to grab some food and a chai. As I 

was wandering the streets it never ceases to amaze me how many eccentric and weird people 

there are here…that’s why I fit in so well:-) The first eccentric I bumped into was a chap I 

have known for years named Frank…he fled England for the ‘greener fields of Calcutta’…or 

something like that! He has Calcutta written all over him…endless hair-brain schemes 

designed to bring the BIG windfall and endless lamentation with regard to the outcome. 

Despite that, I always find him in a really good frame of mind and chatting away to people 

wherever he goes. This city is populated by so many like Frank.  

As I walk some of the better known haunts from my past I always come across so many 

friendly faces…a young man named Israel today…such a good young man…I have known 

him since he was 2 (he is now 34)…he always hugs me in the street and I ask about his sister 

Nourja…she was born on Christmas day about 30 years ago; she had a club foot and over a 

period of years and many surgeries performed by a benevolent Orthopaedic specialist, she 

can now walk properly…though she does get some pain in winter…which is only one month 

of the year here! 

I arrived early at St Thomas’ this evening for 5.45 Mass, so I wandered over to a little 

shop…no bigger than our morning tea kitchen. When I got there the proprietor, a Muslim 

man, was saying his prayers…so he was facing the back of the shop. He trusted the majority 

of his wares to the honesty of the people and let them wait until he had finished…God comes 

first. I really love that about this place…I know so many Sikhs, Hindus, Muslims and 

everything in between and you know what…we just get on! When the man finished his 

prayers he just turned around and said: who’s first…thankfully that was me! 

Yesterday (Wednesday) morning I went to concelebrate Mass at Mother House. After Mass 

the volunteers get a free brekky from the sisters…bananas, bread and tea and a bit of time to 

chat with and get to know each other. I ended up chatting with a young woman from 

California…when I asked her name, she said ‘Arrow’…Oh the puns that came to mind but I 

strove ardently to hold back the tide. I couldn’t help myself and said: ‘No doubt you have 

come looking for your Beau’…to which she replied…’Oh, you are right on target’. As you 

can imagine we got on like a house on fire. She has been here since September and is on a 

collision course to become a Missionary of Charity Nun.  

That’s about all for the moment…but know that I do keep you all in my prayers as I 

wander and sit in churches and chapels and celebrate Mass. I did come across a clever sign 

hung above a dentist here: ‘Toothfully speaking we will bring redemption to your 

mouth’…You just gotta love this place! Until next week’s missive…May God Bless you all 

with abundant grace and a deep desire to emulate the Wisemen…the wise still seek him! 
  

 

IF YOU NEED TO CONTACT DEACON PAUL,                                             

RING HIM ON 0437 978 299…                                                                               

IF YOU NEED HIM URGENTLY THEN USE 0455 818 718                               

DEACON PAUL IS HAPPY TO BE OF ASSISTANCE AND WILL BE     

CO-ORDINATING THE PARISH IN MY ABSENCE. 
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Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - Year B 

YEAR C  FIRST READING  
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  60:1-6    

Arise, shine out Jerusalem, for your light has come; the glory of the Lord is rising on 
you, though night still overs the earth and darkness the peoples. Above you the Lord 
now rises and above you his glory appears.  The nations come to your light and kings 
to your dawning brightness.  Lift up your eyes and look round: all are assembling and 
coming towards you; your sons from far away and daughters being tenderly carried.  

At this sight you will grow radiant, your heart throbbing and full; since the riches of the 
sea will flow to you; the wealth of the nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover 

you and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come, bringing 
gold and incense and singing the praise of the Lord.                                                                  

■ The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 71:1-2, 7-13. R. v. 11 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.    

1. O  God, give your judgement to the king, to a king’s son your justice that he may 
judge your people in justice and your poor in right judgement. R.                                                          

2. In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails.  He shall rule from sea 
to sea, from the Great River to earth’s bounds. R.                                                                        

3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts shall pay him tribute.  The kings of Sheba 
and Seba shall bring him gifts.  Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, all nations shall 

serve him.  R. 
4. For he shall save the poor when they cry and the needy who are helpless.  He will 

have pity on the weak and save the lives of the poor. R. 

SECOND READING  
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians.  3:2-3, 5-6 

You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace he 
meant for you and that it was by a revelation that I was given the knowledge of the 

mystery.  This mystery that has now been revealed through the Spirit to his holy 
apostles and prophets, was unknown to any men in past generations; it means 

that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same body 
and that the same promise has been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through the 

gospel.                                                     
 ■ The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.   2:1-12                                                                 

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, 
some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east.  “Where is the infant king of the 

Jews?” they asked.  “We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him homage.”  
When King Herod heard this, he was perturbed and so was the whole of Jerusalem.  
He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people and enquired of 
them where the Christ was to be born.  “At Bethlehem in Judaea”, they told him “for 

this is what the prophet wrote: 
 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no means least among 
the leaders of Judah, for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my 

people Israel.’ 
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately.  He asked them the exact 
date on which the star had appeared and sent them on to Bethlehem.  ‘Go and find 

out all about the child’, he said, ‘and when you have found him, let me know, so that I 
too may go and do him homage.’  Having listened to what the King had to say, they 
set out.  And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising: it went forward 
and halted over the place where the child was.  The sight of the star filled them with 
delight and going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary and falling 
to their knees they did him homage.  Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh.  But they were warned in a dream not to go 

back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different way. 

■ The Gospel of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 2:2 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

We have seen his star in the East and have come to adore the Lord. 
Alleluia 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - Year B 

 

“Your Light Has Come” 
Wait!  Don’t pack up your Christmas tree and crib just yet!  Today’s feast is the celebration of 
the coming of the magi with their gifts.  They come, as we hear in our Gospel today, because 
they “observed his star at its rising” (Mt 2:2).  Their seeking of the child who has been born 
the king of the Jews takes us as hearers on the journey to see the revelation, the epiphany of 
Jesus as the Messiah.  Following the star, the magi will be brought to a house where, on 
entering, “they saw the child with Mary his mother” (v.11).  Coming from the East they are 
Gentiles who recognise who Jesus is and fall to their knees and pay him homage.   
 

From the outset of Matthew’s Gospel in the unfolding of the genealogy it is clear that “Jesus 
the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (1:1) is enfolded in the covenant of God 
with Abraham where God makes him the ancestor of a multitude of nations (Gen 17:4-6)  
This Gospel will conclude with the sending out of the eleven disciples to “make disciples of all 
nations” (Mt 28:19).  The first worshippers of the Lord bring out their gifts of treasure.  
Through this child the treasures of the kingdom of heaven will be revealed.  What can that 
mean to us to realise “your light has come” and to recognise and worship our Lord among 
us?  How do we encounter the treasure of the kingdom of heaven in our lives today? 

Dr Rosemary Canavan 


