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SACRED HEART PARISH - MUNDARING 

WEEKDAY Mass Times for Tuesday 26th April - Saturday 30th April 
Tuesday 8:30am; Wednesday 9am; Friday 8:30am-followed by Adoration. 

Saturday 8:30am-followed by Reconciliation 
 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 6:00pm (Sacred Heart Mundaring) 
Sunday - 7:30am (Our Lady of Good Counsel Chidlow) 

9:30am (Sacred Heart Mundaring) 

 

THE EASTER TRIDUUM 
I was delighted to see so many people come to the Easter Triduum Services 
last week. It was the most people I have seen at Mass since that awful virus 

entered our world and threw us to the wolves of chaos and fear.  
Praise the Lord!  

 

PIVOTAL PLAYERS 
This coming Tuesday we will commence the Pivotal Players series from Word 
on Fire. We will begin at 7pm, in the church, and will conclude with Tea/Coffee 
and biscuits for a chat afterwards. This week’s Pivotal Player is Saint Augustine 

of Hippo. His writings, particularly The Confessions (First Christian 
Autobiography) and The City of God (Philosophical and Theological reflection 

on History) are considered treasures of the Church and the wider world.  

 

LEVEL ONE RESTRICTIONS 
We are no longer required to sign in when we come to Mass. We are, however, 

still required to wear masks and to maintain the 1.5mtr spacing from people 
other than our families. Please continue to be vigilant in observing these 

requirements for the protection of the more vulnerable among us. 

 
PILGRIM STATUE ROSTER FOR THIS WEEKEND:  JUSTINE DEFENDI 

 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA  
Many thanks to those who have already dropped off their Project Compassion 

Boxes and Envelopes. Please bring your contribution over the next week and then I 
can ensure they get to Caritas Australia and start to make a difference for those in 

need.  
“…give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 

running over, will be poured into your lap; for the measure you give will be the 

measure you get back.” Luke 6:38 

 

SHALOM: PEACE IN HEBREW                                                                      
D R .  A V I E Z E R  R A V I T Z K Y  

The Hebrew word for peace, shalom ( ׁשלום) is derived from a root denoting wholeness 
or completeness, and its frame of reference throughout Jewish literature is bound up 

with the notion of shelemut, perfection. 
Its significance is thus not limited to the political domain — to the absence of war and 
enmity — or to the social — to the absence of quarrel and strife. It ranges over several 

spheres and can refer in different contexts to bounteous physical conditions, to a 
moral value, and, ultimately, to a cosmic principle and divine attribute.                                                                                                      

In the Bible, the word shalom is most commonly used to refer to a state of affairs, one 
of well-being, tranquillity, prosperity, and security, circumstances unblemished by any 

sort of defect. Shalom is a blessing, a manifestation of divine grace…                                                                                                      
Most of these passages in fact acclaim yet more ardently the pursuit of peace among 

men, in an a fortiori formulation: “And if the heavenly beings, who are free from envy, 
hatred and rivalry, are in need of peace, how much more are the lower beings, who 

are subject to hatred, rivalry, and envy”! 
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/shalom/ 

When I think of the word Shalom, it conjures an image of a deep and abiding 
Peace between myself and others; yet, in order for that peace to be present in the 

world through me, then I must be at Peace with myself…and how can that be 
without my being at Peace with God? Jesus, in today’s Gospel links His gift of 

Peace with the faculty to forgive sins in His name. Forgiveness is a critical part of 
Peace and its insightful to recall the words of Jesus recorded by Luke: 

“Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she 
has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” 

Luke 7: 47 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession), which Jesus institutes in today’s 
Gospel, is a Divine grace that calls us to healing beyond our wildest dreams. To 
abstain from this sacrament is to abstain from being an instrument of deep and 

abiding peace and to ‘settle’ for loving less in the world. 
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 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR C  SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR C  

 FIRST READING 5:12-16 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

The faithful all used to meet by common consent in the Portico of Solomon.  No 
one else ever dared to join them, but the people were loud in their praise and the 
numbers of men and women who came to believe in the Lord increased steadily.  
So many signs and wonders were worked among the people at the hands of the 
apostles that the sick were even taken out into the streets and laid on beds and 

sleeping-mats in the hope that at least the shadow of Peter might fall across some 
of them as he went past.  People even came crowding in from the towns round 
about Jerusalem, bringing with them their sick and those tormented by unclean 

spirits, and all of them were cured. 
■ The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 117:2-4, 22-27. R. v. 1 
R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 

 1. Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’  Let the sons of Aaron say: 
‘His love has no end.’  Let those who fear the Lord say: ‘His love has no end.’ R.  

2. The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  This is the 
work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes.  This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice 

and are glad. R.  
3. O Lord, grant us salvation; O Lord grant success.  Blessed in the name of the 

Lord is he who comes.  We bless you from the house of the Lord; the Lord God is 
our light. R. 

 4. You stretch out your hand and save me, your hand will do all things for me.  
Your love, O Lord, is eternal, discard not the work of your hands. R. SECOND READING 1:9-13, 17-19 

A reading from the first book of the Apocalypse 
My name is John, and through our union in Jesus I am your brother and share 

your sufferings, your kingdom, and all you endure.  I was on the island of Patmos 
for having preached God’s word and witnessed for Jesus; it was the Lord’s day 

and the Spirit possessed me, and I heard a voice behind me, shouting like a 
trumpet, ‘Write down all that you see in a book.’  I turned round to see who had 

spoken to me, and when I turned, I saw seven golden lamp-stands and, 
surrounded by them, a figure like a Son of man, dressed in a long robe tied at the 

waist with a golden girdle. 
When I saw him, I fell in a dead faint at his feet, but he touched me with his right 

hand and said, ‘Do not be afraid; it is I, the First and the Last; I am the Living One.  
I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever, and I hold the keys of death 
and of the underworld.  Now write down all that you see of present happenings 

and things that are still to come.’ 
■ The word of the Lord.                                                                                                       

GOSPEL Jn 20:19-31 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.   

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in 
the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews.  Jesus came and stood 

among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and showed them his hands and 
his side.  The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to 

them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for 
those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came.  When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord,’ he answered, ‘Unless I see 
the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they 

made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days 
later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them.  The doors 

were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you,’ he said.  
Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands.  Give me 
your hand; put it into my side.  Doubt no longer but believe.’  Thomas replied, ‘My 

Lord and my God!’  Jesus said to him: ‘You believe because you can see me.  Happy 
are those who have not seen and yet believe.’   

There were many other signs that Jesus worked, and the disciples saw, but they are not 
recorded in this book.  These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name. 

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 20 :29 
Alleluia, alleluia!  

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; happy those who have not 
seen me, but still believe! 

 Alleluia! 

FAITH BRINGS PEACE 
The journey of faith is one that has many moments and stages.  At times all goes well, as in Acts, and we 

can rejoice in the fruitful results of our efforts.  There can be other times when, like Thomas, we wrestle with 
doubt and unbelief.  In the face of difficulties, we can run the risk of losing heart, like the Christians of 

Ephesus, and sorely need encouragement.  Today’s readings are particularly consoling because they show 
us that the life of faith has always been a journey with many such moments.  Many people of faith feel that it 

would have been different in the early Church, that somehow, they had more faith, vision, courage, and 
understanding.  We can often be unduly hard on ourselves and perhaps overly idealistic about life in the 

early days of the Church.  It is always worth asking why the earliest Christians wrote as they did.  If John’s 
community had not had its moments of questioning, the episode of Thomas the apostle would probably not 

have been written down.  If the Christian communities around Ephesus had not been discouraged and 
fearful in the face of persecution and opposition, it would not have been necessary to write the book of the 

Apocalypse.  They needed to be reminded that the Risen One who holds the key to life and death, was 
walking among them still.  Even the bright picture painted in Acts was probably written with a view to 

encouraging the Christians of Luke’s time. The Risen One walks amongst us still.  Mindful of our journey of 
faith, he calls us to faith and to know his peace.  

Christopher Monaghan CP 


